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XV. Diseases of the Cardiovascular System 

3 - Suppurative Pericarditis     

 Visceral pericardium:  

 
 Is coated with a purulent exudate 

 Pus appears dirty yellow and is slightly haemorrhagic 

 The exudate is thick in parts, thin in other parts  

 Heart 

 
 About normal in size (or slightly enlarged) 

 Irregular rough external surface  

N.B.: 

 During dissection, pus was separating the pericardial sac-walls.  

 Pyogenic infection of the pericardium is caused by pneumococcus, streptococcus, 

staphylococcus, gonococcus, influenza bacillus and colon bacillus.  

 The particular micro-organisms spread to the Pericardium by way of:  

1. Lymphatics from neighboring inflamed organs.  

2. Through blood stream when the site of the primary infection is far from the 

respiratory tract (middle ear of tube infection). 

 Purulent pericarditis may also be due to mycotic, parasitic or tuberculous infection. 

 



 
 

 


