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XXI. Diseases of the Female Genital System 

 

  

 
Carcinoma (corpus endometrial carcinoma) V- 3, 2. 555 
Uterus:   Is enlarged (moderately and somewhat asymmetrically) 

 Fundus:   Contains a tumour  

 Wall: 

 
 Is thickened 

 Infiltrated by a tumour  

 The tumour:  

 
 Has occupied the uterine cavity (body of uterus). 

 Is invading the musculature of the wall (malignancy).  

 Is large in size  

 Oval in shape  

 Papillary and fleshy  

 Cut surface:  

 
 Opaque greyish-white 

 Foci of necrosis (pale yellow) 

 Small areas of haemorrhage (red)  

 Consistence:  

 
 Fairly firm or firm-to-soft 

 Occasional soft areas 



 

      
N.B.:  
Carcinoma of the body of the uterus is less common than that of the cervix and it occurs usually later in 

life (after menopause) with no particular relation to child-birth.  

The tumour begins in the endometrium of the fundus, spreads superficially and protrudes in the cavity of 

the uterus.  

The papillary form is commoner than the infiltrating form.se 

Means of spread: 

1. Direct continuity through myometrium  perforationperitonitis. 

2. Implantation or through the uterine tube to the ovary...  

3. Lymphatics to regional lymph nodes (para-vertebral).  

4. Blood stream to lungs, bones, liver and other organs. 

Clinically,  

 The tumour (which is asymptomatic till deep penetration then  irregular vaginal bleeding + 

leucorrhoea) may be associated with features that point to:  

(1) Estrinism and oestrogen stimulation,  

(2) Pituitary hyper-activity that underlies ovarian changes which stimulate endometrial 

hyperplasia and  

(3) Predominance in the obese, diabetic nulliparous who have hypertension. 

Sarcoma (uterus)  
Uterus: 

 
 Is enlarged 

 Shows a tumour  

The tumour:  

 
 Large in size 

 Pale opaque and homogeneous  

 With areas of haemorrhage  

 Marked areas of necrosis  

 Is locally invading the surrounding tissue  

 Evidence of infiltration (malignancy)  

Consistence:   Variable (soft-firm to fleshy elastic) 



 

   
N.B.: 

Sarcoma is a rare tumour in the uterus;  

1. A malignant change in a myoma (Leiomyosarcoma) and may be becoming soft, 

homogeneous, and with haemorrhage and/or cyst formation,  

2. Endometrial stromal sarcoma. 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 



 



 

 


