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XXIII. Diseases of the Endocrines 

Metastases 
Adrenal gland: 

 
 Is enlarged  

 Shows many metastatic tumours (secondaries) 

 Tumours: 

 
 Nodules (secondaries)  

 Infiltrating the adrenal gland (malignancy)  

 Almost equal (in size and shape)  

 Rather homogeneous opaque greyish-white  

 Somewhat firm in consistence 

   
N.B.: 

Secondaries in adrenal glands are usually from a primary carcinoma of:  

 Bronchus. 

 Breast.  

 Other organs. 

 

The metastatic tumour:  

 Is localized at first in the medulla. 

 Is frequently bilateral.  

 May occasionally lead to Addison's disease. 

 

   
  



Carotid Body Tumour 
A piece of tissue-tumour: 

 
 Shows the bifurcation of common carotid artery  

 Contains a mass  

 Is enveloping the carotid vessels (at the bifurcation)  

 

 The mass: 

 
 Small in-size  

 Ovoid in shape  

 Solid in appearance  

 Firm in consistence 

 

   
N.B.:  

 Histologically, it proved to be a type of chemodectoma, namely, a carotid body tumour.  

 It is a rare tumour which may affect males or females at middle age; and, is slowly-

growing with only occasional malignancy. 
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